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An Announcement From Our Executive Director
Dear MBCE-MHVC Friends and Family,
I would like to start by thanking you all for your
continued support of the Marist Brothers Center at
Esopus and Mid-Hudson Valley Camp during this past
year. While things have not been “normal” or ideal in
terms of welcoming guests’ “home”, interacting with you
all through social media, socially distant visits, by phone
and through mail has been great. Along with this, I would
like to personally thank everyone for their kind words
during the passing of both my parents. It has been a
difficult time but having the support of all of you has
made it easier.
The staff and the Board of Directors have all “pitched in” and helped where needed to
keep the MBCE moving in the right direction over these past few months and for that I
am also extremely grateful.
We are currently reevaluating our Covid-19 protocols alongside the NYS
Health Department to open our doors safely and responsibly this spring and
summer. As it stands, over-night camps have the greenlight for this summer, but
we will continue to plan as new guidelines and protocols are rolled out. While
decisions are being made and revised, we will keep the MBCE-MHVC Family
updated.
That being said, it is with great pride and sadness that I announce my
retirement. After fifty years working including these past 2 years at The Marist
Brothers Center at Esopus, it has come time for me to retire from the workforce
at the end of this June. The Marist Brothers Center at Esopus and Mid-Hudson
Valley Camp will continue to hold an incredibly special place in my heart and I
will continue to support the mission of the Center for years to come. Later, in this
newsletter, our Board Chair and the Province will discuss the process moving
forward in terms of leadership at the MBCE-MHVC.

Thank you all for the past two years of memories, experiences, and
connections. I really felt at “home” here and it will remain that way forever.
As always, keep the faith and may Mary, our Good mother, watch over us all.

James Raimo
Executive Director
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A Letter from the Board of Directors
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Status of the Mid-Hudson Valley Camp 2021 Season
Dear MHVC Friends & Families,
As the weather turns warmer, we are all slowly reminded of camp. The incredibly
fond memories we hold dear of the property during the summer have already begun to
fill our minds; the laughter in the courtyard, splashing up at the pool, chicken tenders,
movies in the rec. hall, the smell of the grass in the morning. As always, and
especially during this past year, our camps have been committed to the safety and
well being of our campers and counselors. We want to continue to serve our campers,
families, and counselors the safest way possible, and whatever way possible. This
year we believe we can run several camps. Some camps may opt for day trips for
small groups or families, while other camps may focus on virtual options. These
decisions are difficult, and the health and safety of those we serve is always
paramount.
As excited as we are, we cannot yet provide a schedule or a confirmation of
specific camp plans at this point. We are still waiting for specific guidelines for
sleepaway camps from both New York State and the Department of Health. Beyond
their guidance we have sought consultation from professionals in various fields to
develop our own guidelines, in addition to what we receive from the state. This covers
many topics from sleeping area distances, mask wearing, and sanitizing common
areas. We are looking to be as prepared as possible when we finally hear about our
specific guidelines.
We are looking forward to bringing smiles, laughs, and much liveliness back to
property this summer in some capacity. The gym needs a talent show. The pool needs
beach balls getting tossed around. The kitchen needs Br. Roy cooking away.
We are incredibly grateful for all the support we have received throughout this
pandemic and we can't thank you enough for your generosity and commitment to our
camps.
Scott Kuhner
Coordinator of MHVC Camp Directors
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Update on Covid-19 Protocols at The MBCE

We are continuing to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic
with the health and safety of our staff and those we serve
as our highest priority. Masks are required by all who
enter our main retreat house, temperature checks are
performed on the full time staff daily, and social distancing
measures are in place to keep everyone working
in a safe space.
In addition to the conditions for those working on property,
we’ve hosted a number of small group gatherings in
accordance with CDC guidelines, and the guidelines of
our health departments. Similar protocols to those
mentioned above are also in place for our guests (i.e.
masks in high traffic areas, social distancing
We are continuing to stay on top of changing regulations
and we are taking proactive measures to safeguard the
health of anyone who visits the Center.
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Current Maintenance Projects
In the spirit of spring cleaning, we have been working on a number of projects
on property including some major renovations in the main retreat house:
Gatehouse
mold remediation and demo and rebuild of the basement
Retreat House
Complete renovation of the Hallway Room bathrooms
Bathrooms by the internet café and across of the chapel scheduled to be renovated
Dorm Floors
cleaned and waxed in preparation for camp
Exhaust fans in the back dorms and showers will be repaired and serviced
Hermitage Bathroom scheduled to be renovated
New roof on golf cart garage
Thank you to John, Paul and Ryan Brophy for working on this project!
Freshly painted back hallway and floor by dorm showers
Thank you to Pat & Tim Hagan!
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Ever Thought About Being Part of
The MBCE Volunteer Program?
The Volunteer Program at the MBCE-MHVC helps to provide individuals
from all walks of life with the tools to enhance personal growth and meet
personal goals. Volunteers live on-site for an extended period of time and
are provided opportunities to develop foundational skills
and work towards personal success.

Esopus is many things for many people...
"I loved when Esopus was buzzing with
people. During retreats there were so
many good talks, laughs, and activities."
-Tyler Pereira, former Volunteer
"The memories of camp often bring a smile
to my face. I can't wait until campers and
counselors can make new memories again."
-Rosie Mulligan, former Volunteer

"In Esopus, there are so many moments of
gratitude and wonder through exploring and
keeping my eyes open. You'll find that God is
everywhere."
-Nina Lokar, former Volunteer

"During the pandemic, there was a
community to lean on to keep me
focused and uplifted."
-Dittus, former Volunteer

What will Esopus be for you?
Begin your conversation with Director of Operations, Tim Hagan:
thagan@maristbrotherscenter.org
THE CENTER FOCUS
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Remembering Brother Donald Nugent, FMS
Brother Don Nugent, FMS, a member of the Marist Brothers
of the Schools for 62 years and resident of The MBCE, died on
January 17, 2021 in Poughkeepsie, NY after a brief battle of
complications from COVID-19. He had just celebrated his 80th birthday.
Brother Don was born in the Bronx, NY and became a postulant with
the Marist Brothers in 1958 where he entered the Marist Brothers
Novitiate at Tyngsboro, MA in 1959. He professed first vows in 1960
and after completing his religious and academic studies at Marist
College, he began his ministry serving as a teacher at St. Joseph
Academy in Brownsville, TX from 1963 - 74.

He enjoyed many years utilizing his musical talents
while he served as Campus Ministry at Texas
Southmost College in Brownsville, TX. He also led
many youth rallies and retreats with the talented
musical group he led while working as a youth minster
and Pastoral Assistant for St. Joseph parish in
Brownsville, TX (1982-85).

He served as the Director of the Marist Brothers
Retreat House in Esopus, NY and welcomed almost 5,000
young people annually for retreats or summer camps
(1980-82, 1985-2012). He continued to serve as a Spiritual
Director to many up until the time of his death. He
professed his final vows in 1965.

Br. Don was laid to rest at The Marist Brothers Center at
Esopus on January 23rd, 2021 surrounded by a small
group on property and hundreds virtually. He will remain in
our hearts and prayers forever.
THE CENTER FOCUS
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A Look at Our Scholarship & Special Funds
Establishing a scholarship fund is a meaningful way to recognize or
remember a friend or loved one. Scholarships can be vital to those who
require financial assistance to attend a retreat or a camp session. In
addition to scholarship support provided by gits to The Esopus Fund, our
annual giving program, the following funds have been established to assist
those in need. Please consider donating to any of these funds n the future!
The Tian Doran Camp Scholarship
Established in memory of Tian Doran by his family and friends. Gifts to the
fund are restricted for camp scholarships or other needs.
The Granjon Retreat Scholarship
Established to recognize the faith and dedication of Jean-Marie Granjon,
whom St. Marcellin Champagnat invited to become the first member of his
community of teaching brothers, the Little Brothers of Mary, now known as the
Marist Brothers. Gifts to the fund support scholarships for retreats.
The Br. Owen Ormsby, FMS Scholarship Fund
A scholarship fund for camps or retreats established to honor the work of Br.
Owen Ormsby, FMS as Executive Director of MBCE from 2012 to 2019
The Br. Donald Nugent, FMS Memorial Fund
A general fund established to honor the work of Br. Donald Nugent and his
presence at Esopus as Executive Director and Spiritual Director to many.
The AnnaMarie Leone Fund
A combination scholarship and general fund established in memory of long
time MHVC Camper, AnnaMarie Leone. Gifts to this fund will provide
scholarships to campers as well as fund additional projects and activities at
the MHVC.
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Thank you Bob Mackie!
After Br. Joe retired in June from taking care of MBCE’s
finances, Bob Mackie, a member of our Finance
Committee, volunteered to help the Center fill this role.
He has worked onsite several days a week, and
assisted with data entry, maintaining the books and
addressing the day-to-day finance needs of the Center,

while also working to streamline operations for the future. He has been a
great support and sounding board during these difficult times at the MBCE.
Bob’s time and talents over the past year have been a tremendous asset to
the Center and we sincerely thank him for all his help!

Review of Gifts & Grants
The pandemic has been disruptive to us all, and we are very grateful for the grants
we’ve received from private foundations who’ve chosen to support our mission.
Private foundations continue to be an important source of funding for the MBCEMHVC. Here is a snapshot of some of our more significant private foundation grants
received since the beginning of our fiscal year (September 1, 2021):
$40,000 Replaced Dormitory Roof
$30,000 In Support of the Pandemic’s Disruption
$10,000 In Support of Deaf Camp
$5,000 Br. Owen Ormsby, FMS Scholarship Fund
We are also very grateful for the smaller foundation grants we’ve received to
support general operations. Combined with the generous contributions of families,
volunteers, schools, businesses, organizations and other friends – this support
helps the MBCE-MHVC maintain facilities and continually
improve services and programs.
As a small thanks, all foundations and donors that support MBCE-MHVC during the
2020-2021 fiscal year will be recognized in the 2021 Annual Report & Honor Roll of
Donors to be released in October 2021.
THE CENTER FOCUS

PAGE 10

NEW Hall of Fame Save the Date
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Spring Day Visits
After our success last summer, the Marist Brothers Center at Esopus
is offering pre-scheduled Day Visits for any family that wishes to come
up and enjoy a day outdoors at the Center again!
We are happy to welcome three families per day, and we ask your
visits are limited to the members of your household only. Meaning,
this is more of an opportunity for families, as opposed to groups of
friends gathering together here. We are doing this to minimize any
additional contact among visitors and staff, as we are still adhering to
the Ulster County COVID-19 guidelines and safe practices. Upon
arrival, you will be able to schedule time at the the river or even a visit
to our MBCE Store!
Available dates:
Tuesday April 6th
Saturday May 1st
Thursday April 8th
Sunday May 2nd
Sunday April 11th
Saturday May 8th
Tuesday April 13th
Wednesday May 12th
Sunday April 18th
Thursday May 20th
Wednesday April 21st
Saturday May 22nd
Sunday April 25th
Tuesday May 25th
If you, or your family are interested in these visits, or may wish to
schedule a visit on a different date, please contact Tim Hagan at:
thagan@maristbrotherscenter.org
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Br. Dan O'Riordan Has Been Elected As The
Next Provincial Of The Marist Brothers United States Province
Br. Dan will
begin Provincial
duties as the
USA Province
Chapter
Meeting
scheduled for
April 2021.

ABOUT BR. DAN: Br. Dan O’Riordan has been a Marist Brother for over 29
years. After graduating from Archbishop Molloy High School in Briarwood, NY, he
earned a Bachelor’s degree from University College in Cork, Ireland, and an MA
from Marist College in Poughkeepsie, NY.
Br. Dan entered the Marist Brothers Novitiate in 1992 and took his perpetual vows
in 1998. He grew up in Whitestone, NY and was a member of St. Mel’s Parish. He
also spent much of his youth living and playing sports in Ireland. His parents,
Connie and Rita O’Riordan, were devout Catholics and passed on their faith to
him as his first teachers in life.
Over the years, Br. Dan has served as a teacher, coach, counselor, Development
Director, and campus minister at numerous Marist High Schools around the
United States. He also served his USA Province as one of their Vocations
Directors and spent the last six years as Vice Provincial.
Br. Dan has coordinated more than one hundred mission service trips allowing
many young people the opportunity to serve the least favored in communities
around the world. He has led numerous pilgrimages and continues to be a
featured speaker on youth retreats and youth gatherings, where he encourages
young people to find ways to answer God’s call and use their gifts and talents to
respond to the many needs of our world. Br. Dan is also the recent author of two
books.
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Outdoor Adventure Training
When: Sunday, April 11th
Where: MBCE
Calling all Marist Young Adults, Marists of Champagnat,
educators, camp staff, and friends of the MBCE: on April 11th,
2021, we will be hosting a training session for some of our

UPCOMING EVENTS

Outdoor Adventure games and low ropes elements. The
Outdoor Adventure program is based on experiential learning

VIEW OUR 2018-2019
and "challenge by choice", and it will be a great opportunity to
ANNUAL REPORT
learn more about this philosophy of working with children, as
HERE!

well as to learn new, fun, and simple cooperative games and
activities to use with your students, friends, or retreat groups.
As the pandemic continues, the MBCE Outdoor Adventure
program is a great way to have a group work together outside,
while keeping socially distant and safe. And, as more
opportunities start to open up for our school or youth programs,
the fun and unique activities in the OA program could be a
kickstart to building your community connections back up. Time
is still TBD, but please contact Tim Hagan at
thagan@maristbrotherscenter.org for more information!

Outdoor Adventure Open House
When: Saturday, May 1st & Saturday May 22nd
Where: MBCE
Young People! Students! The young at heart! Come and
experience the Marist Brothers Center at Esopus in a
(potentially) brand new way! We have a wonderful Outdoor
Adventure course, lots of games and activities, and we want
to show off how great an experience the Outdoor Adventure
program can be. Although we use this program for
Confirmation retreats, overnight retreats, sports teams,
clubs, and schools, these Open House days will just be a
chance to experience the course and have some fun outside
in the beautiful spring weather. Bring a friend, tell a
classmate, encourage a teammate, and get the neighbors
involved while we play outside in the woods and have some
new experiences! Time is still TBD, but please contact Tim
Hagan at thagan@maristbrotherscenter.org for more
information!
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